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Some producers are turning to a
special breed of dogs to help
protect their herds and flocks.

by JIM BALKWILL

A rare breed of dogs of Hungarian
heritage Is prowing in popularity
among Ontarios livestock producers,

Known as the Kuvasz, these dogs
have a long history, although infor
mation on the origin and early story
of the breed is speculative,

sumerian herdsman likely domes
teated the Puli, Komondor and Ku
vasz dogs 7,000 to 8,000 years Ao,
sugpests Sumerian and Sanskrit liter
ature, as well as excavated findings.
The Kuvasz was the first Hungarian
breed (o follow its master into the
home as a guardian, later written evi
dence says,

King Matthias [ of Hungary, who
ruled from 1458 to 1490, fell in love
with the breed and had a Kuvasz as a
personal guardian

King Matthias I established a breed
ing program and had the largest Ku
vasz kennel of the time, His personal
interest in the breed made the Kuvasz
popular among the nobility and he
often gifted visiting dignitaries with
Kuvasz puppies

It appears people began keeping
breeding records for these dogs in the
late 18008, By the 1930s, the Kuvasz
breed had become one of the most
popular and fashionable breeds in
Hungary and western Burope

During the Second World War,
however, most dogs were destroyed
because they l;.unlu red Invading
lllnv||‘,

\lthough numbers of Kuvasz have

Muctuated since the Second World War,

breeders are (rylng (o restore the
breed to Is ll.|!||||lll |\|.l\ e us o livestod K
puardian - including on Ontario farms
| 1 dogs serve as W low-tech, nal
tral way to protect Hvestod k ""”'_
predators,” says Amber Kun? Shes
Lhe owner of Huaron H\‘H"""““l Ku
vaszok Kennels in Goderich and has

g Deeper Heyy

bred Kuvasz for over 30 years.

The Kuvasz breed “bond (with
others) very strongly and don't want
harm to come to the livestock or the
families they protect. The dogs will
chase off bears, wolves, coyotes and
even human intruders,” Kunz says.

Krisztian Vas also underscores the
working nature of the breed. Vas is the
president of the Kuvasz Club of Cana
da and owner of Hungarikum Kuvasz
Kennel in Newmarket,

“We, as breeders, are very conscious
in keeping the working genetics of the
breed. We don't want to breed just for
show. However, the breed standard
for conformation is also important for
the (dogs) to perform their instinctive
traits, All of my imported dogs are from
carefully selected working-capable
lines,” he says.

Elaine Grills keeps horses and raises
chickens on a farm in Thamesford.

“We had a problem at our farm with
foxes killing our chickens. But, since |
purchased my Kuvasz, my losses have
dropped dramatically,” she says.

Sharon and Kelly Bouwman have
also experienc ed the benefits of these
dogs. The couple operate a flock of 275
ewes in Teeswater. The Bouwmans
keep two Kuvasz dogs on their farm:
Kutya and Otto.

“Before we purchased Kutya, our
first Kuvasz, we suftered losses (rang
ing) trom a few ewes per year to a h:\ll
dozen at a time,” Sharon says. “In our
worst week, we lost 16 animals, That
(experience) prompted us to purchase
a Kuvasz. Singe

Kutva'’s first summer,
we have had

Cro 1\\\\\‘\ and \h\‘ was
only siy months old at the time.”

| 3 "
1 ¢ \luy\\ work well in pairs

espe
Clally with ;

alarger flock, Sharon adds.
\.\ ross the provinee, Kuvasz dogs
demonstrating their role as an im
ortant part of the farm team

(IR

i

r g .com

Scanned with CamScanner




FIELD TRIP

1. Full-grown male Kuvasz can
weigh up to 137 pounds (62 kilo-
grams) and reach up to 30 inches
(76 centimetres) in height. Fe
males can weigh up to 110 Ib.
(50 kg) and reach 28 in. (71 cm).

2. Otto, a two-year-old male, watch-
es over his flock on Sharon and
Kelly Bouwman's farm.

3. Anpair of eight-week-old pup-
pies strike a pose on a pile of soil
at Huron Registered Kuvaszok
Kennels. The duo’s mother inves-
tigates a scent in the background.

4. Otto checks out the camera and
the photographer.

5. Otto (left) and Kutya (right) are
on duty on the Bouwman farm
in Teeswater.

6. Krisztian Vas (left), president of
the Kuvasz Club of Canada, and
Amber Kunz stop for a photo
with Ficko. This dog made the
journey from Hungary.
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/ Armber Yuniz, the exsner of Mg

on Registerad Kiuvaszok Kaennels,
proudly '||',(,I,|/'_ Lerne of thie
awards her kerninel has ree elved

over the year:

B Kutya, a touryear-old Kuvasz
fermale tene he I (Or a caress

from Sharon Bouwmar

9 Yutya spends some time in a
pen wWith a couple of sheep on
'y

e farm of Sharon and Vl'“/

Bovwirnar
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